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Sonnenflecke 

July-August-September 2018 

Newsletter of the Sunbelt Chapter BMW CCA, Inc. 
P.O. Box 533 
Bethany, OK  73008 
 

Chapter Officers: 

Steve Jackson, President 
Phone: 405-570-1760 
Email: skjackson2833@gmail.com 
 
Mike Moore, Secretary 
Phone: 714-412-7014 
Email: mikeesmini@cox.net 
 
Charles Snyder, Treasurer 
Phone: 405-495-8060 
Email: sunbeltbmw@sbcglobal.net 
 

What is the future of Sunbelt Chapter, it’s up to you?   

We currently have about six people who are doing all of the chapter functions, out of 

around 280.  All of the current officers, elected and appointed, have been doing this for 

several years, and are looking for some other folks to step up and take some of the 

workload so they can take a break.  We need some more folks involved, not only to 

spread the work load of making events happen, but also to get some new ideas and 

energy into the chapter leadership.  If we don’t, as folks burn out and finally decide to 

quit altogether we will no longer be viable as a chapter because we are at the absolute 

minimum today.  We are talking now, not somewhere down the road. 

So, where do we go from here?  It is time for elections again, and we need new folks to 

run for the elected positions: President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer (see 

announcement below).  We also have appointed positions such as Newsletter Editor 

(required function to maintain charter), and there is a desperate need of someone to get 

the website back up and running (support is available through national), driving events 

coordinator, social and event coordinators.  If you have an area of interest that I haven’t 
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listed, let us know, how we get things done is pretty open.  We can also have local 

event coordinators in the areas outside of OKC to get more events going over the 

chapter’s area, which is all of Oklahoma and the Western third of Arkansas.  You don’t 

have to live in the OKC area or be able to attend the Board Meetings to be involved. 

So please support the chapter by taking on one of these positions, or by volunteering to 

run even a single event.    With more people involved the workload goes down and we 

can be more flexible.  Most importantly we can remain viable as a chapter. 

So, do we continue to exist, or do we become part of another larger chapter much 

further from where we live?  This is not a theoretical question, it is very real.  If more 

members don’t get involved the Sunbelt Chapter future is not bright. 

NOTICE SEEKING CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
The current incumbents encourage candidates and nominees - all office positions 
are open.   
 
This November we will hold elections for all officers. Our current officers are President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  You may nominate a candidate but please 
be surethe person nominated is willing to serve. 
 
Our By-Laws describe each office as follows: 
 
President = The President shall be the principal executive officer of the Club and 
preside at all meetings.  The President shall perform the administrative duties usually 
associated with the office. 
 
Vice-President = The Vice-President shall assist the President in the conduct of 
administrative affairs of the Club and perform such other duties as may be assigned by 
the President. 
 
Secretary/Treasurer = The Secretary/Treasurer, whether as combined or separate 
officers, shall keep minutes of meetings and report to the Board of Directors on club 
finances. The Secretary/Treasurer shall be the custodian of the club’s funds, corporate 
documents and archives. The duties shall include the preparation of financial 
information, financial reports and tax returns as may be required by the BMW Car Club 
of America, Inc., the Internal Revenue Service, the State of Oklahoma or other 
appropriate parties needing such information.  
 
Currently Secretary and Treasurer are separate officers so either position is available.  
Being an officer is an excellent way to help grow a successful BMW CCA chapter and 
influence the events offered to our members.  
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If you are interested in more information about any office position, please contact any of 
the officers listed in this newsletter.  Once you are ready to be a candidate, or nominate 
a candidate, please send an email to sunbeltbmw@sbcglobal.net.  You will receive a 
reply to confirm receipt of your request to be a candidate.   
 
The deadline to send the email announcing that you are a candidate is September 30. 

Articles of Interest 

 
 

Route 66 Tour, July 21, 2018 

 

The group was small, the weather was hot, but we had a good time anyway.  We 

headed out from the Warren Theater in Moore for a day of site seeing in Western 

Oklahoma on the way to our ultimate destination, the Route 66 Museum in Clinton.   

 

Yes there is a curvy road in Western Oklahoma, and we found it.  A series of flat high 

speed sweepers over several miles, and almost no traffic made that part of the route 

more interesting.  Shortly after we arrived at Red Rock Canyon State Park (we may go 

back for a chapter picnic), but give it a try on your own, it’s only a little over an hour from 

OKC.  Believe the warning sign as you start down the hill just inside the entrance, it is 

steep with a couple of switchbacks that look like Alp D’Huez.  The canyon, as the name 

implies, has steep red rock walls, a stream, picnic areas, walking trails and some nice 

views.  It’s not far off I40 if you want to get there in a hurry. 
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From there we took a more direct route the original Lucile’s gas station, on the I40 

service road just West of the exist for Hydro.    After a photo op, we continued to 

Weatherford on the service road, which is one of the remaining sections of the original 

Route 66.  Narrow and rough and not recommended for low profile tires and sport 

suspension, but we had to do at least a few miles on the actual “Mother Road”.  

 

  Red Rock Canyon 
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Lunch at Lucile’s was next on the agenda.  The décor is old gas station and Route 66 

memorabilia set in an old style diner.  The food was good, but probably not the place to 

stop if you are in a hurry.  If you stop there and have some extra time, next door on the 

airport is the Thomas P. Stafford Air and Space Museum, which has some interesting 

NASA and Air Force exhibits, including an airplane that I actually flew many years ago. 

 

Our final stop was the Route 66 Museum in Clinton.  It has improved since the last time 

we were there on a club drive many years ago.  There is more interactive material, and 

a lot more detailed information posted.  The focus is on Route 66 in Oklahoma with the 

exhibits based on the timeline from the start of construction in the 1920s, until it’s 

decommissioning in 1985.  Most of us live close to some section of Route 66 as it winds 

back and forth, but the museum connects the occasional “Historic Route 66” sign to the 

history behind it.  

 

Tech Tip: 

By Steve Jackson 

Always remove the filler plug from the transmission or differential before removing the 

drain plug.  If you wait until you are ready to refill, and can’t get it out, you will be left 

high and dry.  These plugs may have a tapered pipe thread, and you can actually crack 

the transmission or differential case with excessive force, not to mention making them 

hard to remove the next time.  The torque requirement is usually low, and the threads 

are lubricated, making it easy to over tighten them.  

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Please follow us on the following social media sites for late breaking 

information: 

Facebook www.facebook.com/Sunbelt-Chapter-BMW-CCA-

248758539734/ 

Website  www.bmwcca.org/content/sunbelt-chapter 

MeetUp www.meetup.com/en-AU/SunbeltBMWCCA/members 
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Mark Your Calendar: 

July 7 Cars & Coffee 

July 18  Monthly club meeting 

July 21 Sunbelt Route 66 Tour 

August 4 Cars & Coffee 

August 15  Monthly club meeting 

September 1 Cars & Coffee  

September 1  Oktoberfest in Choctaw from noon to 5 pm; for more 

details:  

https://www.facebook.com/events/1903241633053847/?ti=cl 

September 19 Monthly club meeting 

>>>>>Monthly Meetings<<<<< 

Our monthly club meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each 

month.  We will be meeting at the Rib Crib, 1821 South Douglas, Midwest 

City, OK.  Our monthly meetings are informal and open to all members. 

  

Disclaimer:  The Sunbelt Chapter BMW CCA, Inc. assumes no liability for any of the information 

contained herein.  The ideas, opinions and suggestions expressed in this newsletter are of the authors 

and no authentication is implied unless otherwise noted.  None of the information is factory approved. 

Modifications made to your vehicle within the warranty period may void the manufactures warranty.  

Permission is granted to quote or otherwise reproduce articles from this newsletter, provided 

Sonnenflecke and the individual author are given credit. 
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